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Issue 4 of Survival & Beyond seeks creative writing and visual artwork that explores and 
connects to the theme of “home.” "Home" serves as a lens for examining a concept, a 
sensation, and a place we’ve all uniquely experienced.  

The theme of “home” can be interpreted as a physical structure, a person, a mental or 
emotional state, a feeling of belonging, or displacement, and so much more.  

If you are feeling unsure where to start, we’ve put together a short list of writing and art prompts 
that you can use as a jumping-off point. If you’d like to use these writing prompts as art prompts, 
replace the word “write” with “think” and let that be your guidepost (ex: “think about the feeling of 
home…”). 

Open-ended prompts (long) 

●​ Think of your lived experiences and important identities as elements of a house. What 
artifacts and objects would be found in your house? Give us a house tour. 

●​ Take the reader on a tour of a “home” you once knew. Was this a building, a feeling, a 
person?  

●​ Write about finding home in things other than a physical space: inside oneself, in others, 
in community, work, the natural world… 

Open-ended prompts (short) 

●​ Write about your dream house. 

●​ Write about a haunted house. 

●​ Write about leaving home. 

●​ Write about staying home. 

●​ Write about coming home. 

●​ Write about standing in a doorway. 

●​ Write about a piece of furniture you know well. 
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●​ Write about what you see out of a familiar or foreign window. 

Suggested starting lines 

●​ “Home feels like…”  

●​ “Home tastes like…” 

●​ “Home sounds like…” 

●​ “Home smells like…” 

●​ “Home looks like…” 

●​ “What happened at home was…”  
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